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A/om'&w, January 31. l 
Mr. Bacon, fr^m the committee of riefr.ins, 

■reported on a re.iolittion re.pcfiin? flu tenor** of 
the seat of Paul Fearing, a delegate from l N —h 
Western Territory, that the said delegate ,s cn- 1 
titled still to hold his seat. 

An engrossed hill for the relief of William P ay 
and John FulLawell was read the third time and i 
passed. 

AtengrossedhUlinad litiinto an aft entitled an 

aft to fix the mils ar> peace establishment of *h<- 
United States, was read the rhir 1 time anti passed 
—Ayes 41. 

Mr. Dawson, from the commbfet* on so much 
of the President’s .Message, as relates to Indian 
Concerns, made a report containing four resoluti- 
-ons, via. 

Forth continuance oftbc afifot the establish* 
meat of Indian trading h< use*. 

2. For the appropriation of 10,900 dollar** to ob- 
tain further cessions ofland ti^int the Indians. 

3. For the appropriation ot 2,000dollars to pur- 
chase articles necessary for.conducting salt works 
on the Wabash. 

4. For opening an office for the sale of lauds 
in the Mississippi Territory, to which the Indian 
title has been, or shall bo. extinguished. 

1 Referred ton committee .of tin whole, and made 
the order fur Wednesday. 

An engrossed bill, authorising the sale of a 

piece of land belonging the to navy y; I'd in Salem, 
Massachusetts, to the Si lent turnpike road com- 

pany, was read a third time and passed. 
Mr. Bayard observed that a resolution offered 

some days since by a gentleman from New fork 
^Mr. MiichiU) <* considerable national, a.id ot 

great individual im portance to a large description 
of citizens, appeared tbhim to have been disa, jreed 
to more from con.ddcrations of.form than sub- 
stance; ax the merits of the subject were nor, on 

that occasion, brough into discussion. In order 
to meet the ideas of gentlemen, who desired in 
the tm instance, to decide the principle whether 
indemnity ought to be made to our merchants, he 
submitted the following resolution. 

Ilcsolved, that prov'sion ought to b«* mad" by 
law, to indemnify the chi/ -ns of the United States 

.aftcrr l kssesbv the seism c of their property made 
bv uiauthorHed French Cruucrs, or b; a:i> French 
cruis.'r, without sufficient cause, in violation of 
the rights of American commerce, during the 
late war .between Great Britain and the French 
Republic, md wn >sec!aims for indemnities against 
the aai.VUe public were renounced lit the United 
States, by their acceptance of the ratification of 
the treaty lately made u id. France. 

Mr. Bayartl moved he taking up the resolution 
ferm*>i l ’ration ; on which the house divided— 
Ayes 3P-—Noes -13. 

Resolution Ordered to lie on the table. 
The-houy.* went into a committee of the whole 

<»n the bill for lhe encouragement of learning, and 
the promotion of the arts, 

Jlfr. D.ttv-on in the Cl a’r. 
A f'rr div- us si an of several hours duration on va- 

rious amendments offered, the committee ruse, 
and the house lecoiruuitted the bill to a sideelcom- 
mittee. 

Ab tut three O*c|otl the galleries ,vere cleared, 
and the house remaiiietl with closed doors till i 
o'clock, Vviu.ii tlvey adjourned. 

TutsdJv, *•'< r-tary \. 

The h 'use *ent into a coninir-ce of 'h*> <j.ln,le 
on the rvp r* of the conimictie of Commerce uni 
Miiiufd'tures on the petition of John Holland, 
ju dor. 

Mr. Varmi*! i.i the Chair. 
'! h? vrp' r* is favorable »*> the pro. er of the oe> 

titbm, a1 1 allow' a reduction oF duties on goods 
cl imaged t>_, tire while in the hands of the cus- 

tom-house officers pr- tinned to tiie injury sus- 
tained. 

An agreement to the report was supported by 
Messrs. S. Smith, Gris wold, Eust is, Jbhn C Smith, 
Bacon, an’. lanes, and opposed by Mr. Randolph. 

(Ju 'gvreing >tlnt r. port, the committee divid- 
ed—A ves fiJ—Car.ied. 

The commit?** r >* ami repOrold ?heir ayrt-e- 
snent to the report of the comntitu-e of Commerce 
and Mu.-.ufaSur. s. 

The house im .icd-Vely took i.p tHe report, con- 
curred therewith, ami directed a ;»iil -,o !m brought 
in. 

Mr. tfevJtan.pretented a letter from the Cham 
her of Commerce of Norlorlrt in favor of a repeal 
of discriminating and countervailing duties. 

Referred to the committee of the w hoi tori tiiat 
suhjeil. 

Mf. AtitcbiH reported a hill to prolong the 
continuance of the Min* a? Phil idalphir.. 

The bill continues the Mint at Philadelphia for 
■five years, and makes a small appropriation of mo- 

Referred to a committee of the whole to-mor- 
row. 

The hoiMC went into iKiiunUrec of ihc whole 
— Mr. Varnur.i ir. the chair—on the report of 
the committee of Claim* on the petition of Moses 
White 

The report is favorable to the prayer of the pe- 
tition, which prays c>mij)fnsation as aid-tie camp 
to a brigadier general, bj b:ezet, duri ig the revolu- 
tionary war. 

A f:cr ade'nate of considerable lung'h the report 
was agreed to— V> es 69. 

The committee rose and the house immediate- 
ly concurred w.th them, and ordered a l>i]| to be 
brc";h* in. 

The Speaker laid he for* the house a report from 
the Secretary of the 1 rcautjy, in comol. otr with 

* a rcsolutipit of the house, respecting the quantity 
cl tish imported. 

The house ven* Into commit ret of the wind* on 
the bill supplement an to im1) concernin'/ con- 
suls and -consuls, ami for the further protecti- 
on of (Mne.lh HI. .w.mw I,. 

Mr. JiMC .I nitl) in the chair 
After making several amendments to the hill, 

the committee reported the hi!! wnh sundry antend- 
‘■•menii, which wore ordered tolic <<n ih *il<lc. 

Mr. S Smith observed that in order to allow 
tV ■ fuWest time to obtain it.forma* n <’f the pub* 
I'rsentim-n*, he wmild not rail up th-* report of 
tin; committee of Commerce-and Manuf<i4ltir»s mi 

discriminating dune* until the 2d Monday in Fe- 
bruary. 

fVednetday, February 2. 

The committee to whom were referred 
memorials from citiaenn of Washington 
and Alexandria, were authorised to report 
by bill or otherwise on such alt'- 'ation a- 

may in their opinion lie deemed proper in 
the act for the government oT the. distri<5\ 
of Columbia. 

The house took up the amendments of 
the committee of the whole u> the bill rea- 
Idling consuls, (vice consuls, £-c. 

After agreeing to the amendments, and 

making o’hcr irtr.end’neiits, the 1 ouse or- 
dered the bdi to l»e engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

The house went into ft committee oflhe 
whole on t'ne bill making provision for 
persons who have received known sounds 
in the revolutionary war, 

Mr. J'wtjnm in the chrir. 
A conversation took place between 

Messrs. Griswold, Helms, Must is. Ma- I 
con and Elmer, on the adequacy of the ! 
provisions of the bill to the cases for which 
it was provided ; when, on motio;. of Mr. 
Eustis, the committee rose and reported 
progress; the bouse refused them leave 
to sit again, and recommitted the bill to 

the select-committee that introduced it. 
Mr. Hill called for the order of the day 

on the bill to prohibit the importation of 
certain persons, Sic. 

When Mr. liavard requested the gen- 
tleman to wave his call for one moment 
to enable the house to take his resolution 
respecting the French spoliations laid 
some days since on the table into consi- 
deration for the sole purpose of giving ii 
a proper disposition. 'His obiect, some 

days since when he called it up, was to 

have it referred to a committee of the 
i whole house, not to urge its discussion on 

that day.—His object was now the same, 
and his sole wish was that it should be re- 

ferred, and a day named for iu consider- 
ation. As, however, said \lr. Uavard, 

| it may be voted down now, frjv non was, 
I without any reasons being a, cd, gen- 
j tlcmen will excuse me for calc g the yeas 
) and nays. I hope gentlemen will so far 
at least comply with the forms of justice 
as to suffer the case to he considered what- 
ever may be their ultimate decision up- 
on it. 

Mr. Randolph said he would ask the 
gentleman from Delaware, whether he 
had seen any indisposition in that house 
to discuss the subject. For his part he 
had seen none, either in the house or in 

: any individual member, lie lelt no ob- 

jection to take up the subjcfl at any time, 
and to discuss, or rather to hear the gen- 
tleman from 1 )ehware discuss it. I te ho- 

ped, therefore, the gentleman would not 

j persist in taking up the time of the house 
| Hy calling the yeas and nays. 
I Mr. liayard said he had seen an indis- 
position in the house to discuss the eu!>- 
}re> ; and the reason why the gentleman 
from Virginia had not seen it, was that 
he war, not in his place on the day he had 
before moved that the resolution should 

[be taken up. Had lie been in his place, 
I he would have seen that a motion to take 

it into consideration had been rejedled 
j without a single reason being a.,signed. 
; But under the assurance pfliie gentleman 
1 that there was no aversion to consider the 
j subject he would wave h; .all for the yeas 
and nays. 

'. Jiandol/i/i said h spoke only Tor 

[ himself. 
Mr. ftaynrd replied that he then persis- 

| ted in the call. 
The yeas and nays were then taken on 

1 taking up the resolution, and were ; yeas 
,i.i—nfavs 26—as follows: 

Yr. \s—\Te<«rs. Alston, Bacon. Bldlev. Bavanl, 
i Hisliep, Bond- Bowie, Brent, Brown. Campbell 
! Curler. Dana, Davenport, Dawson. Dennis. Dick 
I son, Eariy, Klmemlorf, Elmer, Eu«-- i,, Foster 
Goddard, Greorg, Griswold, Grave, Hastings D 

| Heister, Hemphill, Hcndi •.•son. Hill, Holmes, Hr.. 
ifer, Hunt, Lowntkrs, Mattoon, Moor*. I,, R 

! ?.l iiris, T. Morris, Vnv, Newt*n, jun. Per- 
| kins. Plater, Randolph, jun. Real, Rirledg*, 
Shepard, J C. Smith, J< $Jah *■’rnith, Southard, 

I Stanley, Stewart. Stanton, Taliaferro, jun. 'Fall 
mage. Temh-y, Thatcher, Tlmmas, Tillinr’nast, 

! Thompson. Upham, Varnum, V'an Horne, Wads- 
worth, I.. \V lliarm, Wvnns—65. 

( Nass—Messrs. Archer Uu 1;-. Cabell, Clay, 
! Clopton, Cotidit, Davis. Grav, Hanna, | II*is 
ter, Hearns. Hoge, Holland, I.eih, Meriwether, 
Mott, Smilie, I:,ra*l Smith, J. Smith, of N. Y. 

1 J. Smih, Virginia, Stanfitd, S’ an ton, A. Trigg, 
•'an Cor landi, R. \Villia»r;, Winn, 26. 

The resolution was referred to the com- 

i mittee of the whole without opposition 
When Mr. ftnyari moved thet it be 

I .i_ ...ir. \ >. -i .. 

Mr. U. IVr/liania moved the third ol 
! March. 
i Mr. Grrif.ff thought it was best to take 
! the resolution up fairly and decide it at 
i once. 

) Mr. /{. H'iUiam* said lie was willing to 
! meet it. fairly—but he thought one day 
sufficient lor the investigation. 

Afoiidittl, February 7. 

The Speaker hid before the House a 

Report from the commissioner® of the 
j Sinking Fund, stating the operations of 
| ilit* hoard for the last year. 

Mr. Smiliu piesentcd a petition from a 

| number of Aliens, residing in Chester 
county, in the state of Pennsylvania, pray- 
mg a more easy admission to the rights 
of citizenship. 

Mr. Surihe moved a reference of the pe- 
tition to a stdefcl committee. 

Mr. Davis observed that this descripti- 
on ol peisons hadof late become extreme- 
ly troublesome to the Home. He was 

tired of their never ending petitions. He 
had thought, that during the last session 
they had obtained what they wanted. As 
he whs persuaded their admission to citi- 
zenship was now as easy as it ought lobe, 
he hoped the house would turn u deafear 
to their requests! and in this way protect 
themselves frot* being further troubled, 
l ie was therefor! opposed to referring the 
petition ; and tfc more so, as it was im- 
possible from tlfc press of other business, 
and the Iste pes'Kl of the session, to pay 
it any effectual Attention. 

"Mr. SiniKe fid not know whether there 
would be time! conclusively to attend to 
the petition priented ; but he considered 
it as ol sufficieji importance to refer it to 
a select commfee. He believed this was 

only the begtajing of many petijjonti that 

II t 

vrtmld be presented from the states of 1 

Pennsylvania and New-Yovk. I « 

Mr. Griswold called for the rending vf j' 
the first part of the petition, which, if he 
heard correctly, contained expressions 
extremely disrespectful. 

[ The first part of the petition was rend, 
which comments with severity on the prin- 
ciples and measures of the late adminis- 
tration.] 

Mr. Bayard perfectly agreed with the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Davis,) > 

that it would be treating the petition with 
sufficient attention during the present ses- 

sion to suffer it to lie on the table. He did 

I not know that referring it to a seleCtcom- 
mittee would he treating it with respedl; 

! if it were, he did not know that he would 

| be disposed to vote fov it. It was allowed 
| that it was impossible to attend to it this 
\ sesion. During the last session the alien 
law had been revised by the friends of the i 

petitioners, or by those, at least, who cal- 

j led thcmselvps their friends. Their nd- 
; mission to citizenship had been facilitated 
bv requiring a residence of only five years. 

J What more do they wish ? Do they wish | 
to enjoy full political rights before they 
can even rend the constitution ? By going 
too far in making them citizens, we should 
take care lest we uncilizenise ourselves. 
Already they enjoy the rights of property 
and every personal security, and the only 
and ulterior right remaining is the right 
of election. Mr. Bayard said he had no 

objection to extending this rightafteracer- 
tain period. But it was certainly false po- 
licy before they knew the pin triples of 
our government and laws to am dgamate 

; them to the mass of society. To do this 
! would be to introduce principles unfriend- 
\ lv to true republicanism, i lc hoped, there- 

fore, the petition would lie suffered to rest 
on the table. 

Mr. Siuilie said there was one part of 
the prayer of the petition which, he trus- 
ted Would be granted. The other pro- 
bably would not be granted. He alluded 
to the prayer of those aliens, who were 
lhlifred tnsirrnlfV theii* •ni«»i\linivr»f 

ing citizens two years before hand. He 
thought these ought tt> he relieved. He 
hoped, therefore, ihc petition would he 
referred. As if there should not be time 
to a£l upon it this session, it might lay be- 
fore the committee. Mr. Smilie did not 

j think this a. proper stage of the business 
j to go into a discussion of .lie merits of 
1 the petition, or into the policy of com pi y- 
i ing with their request. The gentleman 
| from Delaware appeared to have serious 
J apprehensions respecting aliens. For 
his part he had none. lie believed that 

j in the slate in which he resided there 
• was as great a proportion of aliens as any 
other; and vet no inconvenience or evil 

j had been experienced. The gentleman 
may, perhaps, think the politics of hi * 

own state not sound from the admission 
of aliens. 

Mr. Smiiie concluded by observing that 
though he thought it prr habit the legisla- 
ture would not shorten the probationary 
period for citizenship, yet he thought it 
would he best to refer the petition. 

The question was then taken on refer- 
ring it to a scleft committee, and lost— 
Ayes 32—Noes 49. 

Mr. Helms reported from the commit- 
tee to whom a similar bill had been re- 

committed, a bill to make provision for 
p -rsons who have received known wounds 
in the revolutionary war. 

An engrossed bill to prevent the impor- 
tation of certain persons whose admission 
is prohibited into certain stales w as read 
a third lime ;—as follows : 

j “ lit iicnadt'/, Uy the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the United States of 

| America, in Congress ns enabled. That 
i from and after the first day of April next, 
i no master or captain of any ship or vessel, 
i or any other person, shall import orbring, 
or cause to be imported or brought, any 

i negro, mulatto* or other person of color, 
; into any port or place oi the United States, 

"•men port or place shall he situated in «- 

! ny state which by law has prohibited or 
shall prohibit the admission or importati- 
on of such negro, mulatto, or other per- 
son of color, under the penalty of one 
thousand dollars for each and every negro, 
mulatto, or other person of color aforesaid, 

| imported or brought into the United States 

j as aforesaid, to be sued f#r and recovcr- 
! ed by action of debt in any court of the U. 
■ States, one half thereof to the use of the U. 
States, and the other half to the use of any 
person prosecuting, for the same, and in 
any action brought for the penalty afore- 
said, the person or persons sued shall be 
held to special bail. 

j Sect. 2. jdnd hr it further enacted, That 

! 
no ship or vessels arriving in any of the 

! said ports of the United States situated as 
I aforesaid, and having on hoard any negro, 
mulatto, or other person of color, con- 

trary to the meaning and intention of this 
I act, and of the laws of the respective states 
! prohibiting the admission or importation i of such negro, mulatto, or other per- 
| son of color, shall be admitted to an entry. And if any such negro, mulatto, or other 
person of color shall be landed from on 

j board any such ship or vessel in any of 
j the ports aforesaid, or on the coasts of a- 
: ny state prohibiting the admission or im- 
I portal ion as aforesaid, the said ship or 
I vessel, together with her tackle, apparel 
and fmfuture, shall be forfeited to the U- 

| nited States ; one half of the nett proceeds 
1 of the sales, on such forfeiture, to accrue 
I and lie paid over to such person or per- 
sons on whose information the seizure 
shall be made. 

Seel. .1. dud be it further enacted. That 
it shall lie the duty of the collectors «nd 
other officers of the customs, and all other 
officers of the revenue of the United States 
in the several ports situated as aforesaid,' 

0 no;':'C ar.J bs governed by the nrovisi-; 
>ns ol the laws of the scveial stales now 

:xisting, prohibiting the admission or nn- 

[tortution of any negro, mulatto, <r other 

persons of color, and they are hereby re- 

quired and enjoined vigilantly to carry in- 
to effect the said law s of said state, con- 

formably to the provisions of thisnfct, any 
law of the United States to the contrary 
notwithstanding.” 

When Mr. Bar.cn called the yeas 
and nays, and spoke against the passage 
of the bill, which he considered as uncon- 

stitutional and impolitic. 
Mr. Mott considered i: as unconstituti- 

onal and should therefore vote against it. 
Mr. Mitclr.il moved the recommitment 

of the bill in order to obtain its amend- 
ment. 

This motion was supported by Messrs. 
Mitchili, Nicholson, Elmer,Smilie,Gregg, 
and S. Smith ; and opposed by Messrs. 
Davis, Hill, Early, and Randolph. 

*1 hose who supported the motion to re- 

commit, urged it upon different grounds ; 
some on the ground that the bill was un- 

constitutional, in destroying and abridging 
the rights of free negroes and persons of 
colour, who were citizens of one state, by 
prohibiting under the severe penalty of 
l,ooo dollars, and the forfeiture of the ves- 

sel carrying them, their importation into 
certain states ; others on the ground, that 
though this and other provisions oT the 
hill were not unconstitutional, yet they 
would operate upon particular descriptions 
of persons with great and unjust severity. 

1 All allowed the propriety of the general 
j government exerting every legitimate au- 

thority it possessed to enforce the state 
laws, and to avert the evil apprehended 
from the introduction of brigands from the 

| West India Islands. 
! 'Flic opponents of ‘he commitment in- 
sisted on the passage oft he bill as it stood. 

J They acknowledged that its penalties were 

j rigorous; but they were only such us the 
I imminent danger of the southern states 
I called for. They vindicated the constitu- 
1 tionality of the law by observing th„i it 
I only prevented ike nuporlaiion ol negroes 

I anil persons of color into those stales 

! which had already prohibited theil* admis- 
j siun. 
j When the question was taken on ic- 

j committing the bill to a committee ol the 
* whole and lost—Ayt s 42—Noes 46. 

Mr. Nicholson moved to recommit it 
i to a seleCl committee, 
j Carried—Ayes 47—Noes 42. 

Mr. S. Smith moved that the House 
I should resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole on the bill fo»* the granting of 
clearances to the ships or vessels of the 
United States, lying in the river Mississip- 
pi. smith of the southern boundary of the 
United States, ancl therein to amend an 

a6\, intituled an ac\ to regulate the collec- 
tion ef duties on imports ar.d tonnage, and 
for othvr purposes. 

Mr. Bayard said he would make a mo- 
tion that would supercede that of Mr. S. 
Smith, viz. that the House should resolve 
i.self into a committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, in order to lake up the 
proposition of amendment to the constitu- 
tion respecting the ideation of a President 
and Vice President, laid some time since 
on the table. 

Messrs. Leih and Huger supported, and 
Messrs. Jones and Davis opposed this mo- 
tion, which was lost.—Ayes 34—Noes 54. 

Mr. Bayard gave notice that he would 
renew his motion to-morrow. 

The House then resolved itself into a 
I committee of the whole on the bill above 
i stated—Mr. Varnum in the Chair. 
I laundry amendments being made the 
| committee rose and reported the bill. The 
House concurred in the amendments, and 

j ordered the bill to be engrossed for a third 
I reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Varnum from the cun\oiilte > 

1 pointed on so much ot the Prc 
Message as relates to the M»!* 
iVDnrt. with {ill Ui'f .PTihklii ifn Vs- 

The report states the syf.tei # 

| the acl of 1792, to he, in the o 

< ommittee, founded on a (.01 
lion of tiie constitution, and, .t?jf " $ 
to the circumstances of the United 
and concludes with a resolution request 
the President of the United States to » 

dress a letter to the Executives of the se- 

veral states urging u more vigorous exe- 
cution of the law. 

The accompanying bill p. ovides Tor 
some deficient details in the law of 1792. 

Referred to the committee of the whole 
to-morrow. 

Turxrlay, February 3. 
Mr. l.rib presented a petition from sun- 

dry aliens inhabitants of Carlisle, Pennsyl- 
vania, of n similar tenor with the petition 
presented yesterday from aliens residing 
in Chester county, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Leib moved to refer the petition to 
a srledl committee. 

'Phis motion occasioned a debate, and 
was supported by Messrs. Jones and Smi- 
lie, and oppov d by Messrs. Nichols m, 
Claiborne, Randolph Dennis and Paeon. 

Mr. Leib called the Yeas and Nays, 
which were taken, and were on the refer- 
ence of the petition, Ycas 23—Nays 61 — 

Lost. 
A petition was presented from sundry 

inhabitants of Alexandria, proving a re- 
duction of «he legal fees paid to several of- 
ficers of court. 

Referred to the committee formed on 
memorials from citizens of Washington 
and Alexandria. 

1 he Speaker laid before the House u 
letter from the Governor of the Indiana 
territory, enclosing certain propositions 
made, by a convention of the Indiana terri- 
bly for suspending for ten years the ope- 
ration of some of the articles of the ordi- 
nance of that territory. 

Mr. Rur.d'Ifik presented a 

a number of citizens of t ie v. 

on the same and other subjects. 
Both communications were orcK 

be printed. 
Mr, Southard, from the Post-O»1ieu com- 

mittee, reported a li'il furtifev io alt».i- u.ja 
establish.certain post roads, and lor other 
purposes. 

\\ inch, was read twice and referred to a 
committee ol the whole on bnday. 

An engrossed bill “ for the granting of 
clearances to ships ol* vessels oi the Uni- 
ted b laics, lying in the river Mississippi, 
south of the southern boundary of the 
United Stales, end therein to amend an 
aril, |ntitulcd an acV to regulate tire collec- 
tion of duties on Imports and Tonnage, 
and for other purposes," was read a third 
time and passed. 

A bill, from the Senate, to provide for 
the execution of the laws of the United 
States, in the stale of Ohio, was read twice 
and referred to a select committee of five. 

The bill, lor the relief of sufferers by 
fire itv the town of Portsmouth, was receiv- 
ed from the Senate with amendments. 

Mr. Bacon called for the taking up his 
resolutions respecting the recession of the 
district of Columbia to the states of Mary- 
land and Virginia. 

Mr. Butjurd moved the order of the day 
for going into a committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, lor the purpose of 
taking up the proposition of amendment to 

the Constitution rcspcfctitig the mode of 
: ele&ing a President and Vice President. 

Tiiis motion, according to’Che rub s of 
tire House, superseded Mr. Bacon‘s 

If was supported in a spiriteddO'- 
: Mess. Bayard. Huger, Griswold, I. 
t and Morris; a: } opposed by Messi 
| Smith, Bacon, Gregg, Nicholson,- Snune 
j and Davis. 

When the question was taken by Yeas 
and Nays, and lost—Yeas 37—Nays 61. 

(" D< bate hereof cr.) 
The House then took up‘ Mr. Bacon’s 

resolutions to recede the district of Co- 
| lutnbiu, and wcrit, into a committee of the 
! whole—Mr. John C\ Strti'h in the Chair, 
j Messrs. Bacon and Stnihe spoke in fa* 
vor, and Messrs. Huger and Dennis a- 

gaiust agreeing to then, when on motion 
of Mr. Randolph, (he committee rose, re- 
ported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again. 

(D:batc hrrcif'.<v.) 

Wednesday^ F;b. 9. 

Mr. Eustis moved to postpone for one 
hour the unfinished business of yesterday, 
in order to take up a bill, to provide an ad- 
ditional armament for the protection of 
the seamen and commerce of the United 

| States. 
Carried. 

The House accordingly went into a 
Committee of the whole on that bill—Mr. 
Varnvm in the Chair. 

j The committee reported the bill with- 
| out amendment—the House concurred in 
) the report, and ordered the bill to be enV- ; 
grossed for a third reading to-morrow. 

; Mr. Gregg moved the order of the day 
; on the report of the committee of claims 
j on the petition of George Mason. 

Mr. Griswold moved that the House 
should resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, in 
order to take up the proposed amendment 
to the constitution respecting the election 
ot President and Yrice President. 

After some conversation, the question 
was taken on Mr. Griswold’s motion by 
teas and Nays, and lost. Yeas 28- 
Nays 5-1. 

1 he House then went into a commitee 
j <>f die whole, on the report of the corn- 

j ;i 'tcc »• (claimson the petite of George 
, Mason.; •* 

*, 4- *v *. 
th« *. 

r*-'-•HV* 
•V. * M jf&J 

V v' ♦ 

f 
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iy V?4-r- tft-* 
» Si-etct?: ig ti- 

bi ^ si .(I U* ciio!«» 
Mr. Davis 3a*. 

motion to relieve ft 
prehensions entet C 

! ments being tak< 
the session when t™v$!S 
And if the motiofi pr 
move h postponen'en* *>. 

on of the amendments u'. ,.J 
day of November. 

Moth motions were carr- Is 
division. 

The house then resolved 
I committee of the whole on th £ ■ ! 
of Mr. Bacon to recede to to 

i Maryland and Virginia the clistrifcv 
i lumbia. 

Mr. John C. Smith in the <hw 
A debate, which continue d Lilt l o'* 

ensued ; in which Messrs. So' A 
Claiborne, and Vamwn Mip*'- * d 

Messrs. Bayard, Clrcgg. RanfV /.v> 
■ tis, Thatcher, and Sov.tharU cpy ascti tiie 
resolutions. 

! When the question was taken on agree* 
j ing to the first resolution, for receding 
1 that part of the district on the South side 
of the Potomac, to Virginia, and lost— 
Ayes 22. 

The question was taken on ike 2d reso- 

lution, for receding the other y?.rt of the j 

>\ '! 


